
1. Initiating the Rite: 
 

[Ring the bell 9 times to signal the start of the ritual] Todd 

Outsiders Invocation: “To the Wild and Chaos that wishes harm 
upon our souls. From the malice that which our hearts take in, we 
ask that you leave this rite. Take this ale as an offering and leave 
us in peace during this time.” Mike 

Opening prayer:  
 

Say: “The dark of the year is now behind us. Our time of rest has 
come to a close. The light of spring is growing and the coming of 
summer upon us. We share in the commonality of the growing 
green to bless the foundations of renewal from the marriage of 
Bel and Danu, Our Cosmic Mother and Father. Hear our prayers 
this day Bel and Danu, for it is your union that gives us the bonds 
to the ever changing seasons. May your renewal together be in 
our soul to cherish and grow with.” Todd 
 

Song: "Come We Now As A People" (Sung as we enter the 
nemeton) 
 
Come we now as a people 
To gather at the sacred well. 
Come we now as a people 
Together in the warmth and the light of the flame. (3X) 
 
 
Two Powers Meditation (guided meditation by ???) 
 
--- 
2: Purification 
 
Say: “We bring water from our respected home watersheds. We 
call upon the kindreds and allies in the mingling and blessing of 
these waters. Let these waters serve as a reminder to all present 



we come from many to create as one.” (Members of the grove 
step forward with our waters and pour into the bowl.) Todd 
 
All: “These waters of earth are renewing your soul. This fire and 
smoke cleanses us all and makes us one.”  
 
 
[Cense and asperge those gathered, while repeating the above 
statement until complete] ALL 
 

--- 
3: Honoring the Earth Mother 
 
Say: “Our hearts and minds come from you, our Earth Mother. 
We sing and dance today in renewing the life to which you 
support us. We call to you O’ great Earth Mother. Renew our soul; 
fill it with Joy and Mirth. We call for your presence at our great 
rite of renewal. Here our prayer to you this day and join us.” 
Christine 

 

All: “Earth Mother accept our Offering” 
 
 
4: Statement of Purpose 
 
Say: “We gather today to celebrate the renewal of ourselves. 
Beltaine begins the coming season of summer, a season of 
growth. We meld that with this marriage of Bel and Danu, Our 
Primal mother and father. We honor them today with verse and 
energy of dance. We renew our relationships with each change of 

the seasons. From the dark to the light, we seek comfort in 
gaining protection as the greening of the earth continues.” Todd 
 
 
5: (Re)Creating the Cosmos 
 
Portal Song 
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CHORUS: 
By Fire and by Water 
Between the Earth and Sky 
We stand like the Worldtree 
Rooted deep, crowned high. 
 
Come we now to the well.... 

...The eye and the mouth of Earth 

...And silver we bring 

...The waters of rebirth 

...Together we sing: Christine 
CHORUS 
 
We will kindle a fire 
...Bless all and with harm to none 
...And offerings pour 
...A light 'neath the Moon and Sun 

...Our spirits will soar. Mike 
CHORUS 
 
Gather we at the tree 
...The root and the crown of all 
...Below and above, 
...Together we make our call 
...In wisdom and love. Todd 
CHORUS 
 
--- 
6: Opening the gates, Invocation of Manannan mac Lir 
 
 Say: “O’ Manannan, You who watch over us and bridge the living 
and dead. With your wisdom and blessing, we profess towards 
the coming summer that you open your portals to us. Guide and 
protect us on this day of renewal of the vows we share. Let your 
wisdom be our bond and your portal be our implement between 



the worlds. Take our offering of this apple Manannan mac Lir; let 

your portals be open to us.” Todd  

All: “Let your portals be open” 

 

7: Inviting the Three Kindreds 

 

Ancestors Invocation: “To the lineage of our respected lines of 
family and friends that have come before us. This day of renewal 

and marriage would not be without you. We offer you a place 
within our rite to share in the bounty and blessings bestowed 
upon us. We endeavor that you attend us this day. We honor you 
respected Ancestors. Accept our offering of these flowers as a 

renewal of our bond to you.” Mike 

All:  “Ancestors accept our Offering” 

 

Nature Spirits Invocation: “Spirits of the Sacred within Nature, 
Of the Earth to which you grow, Of the sky and the light that 

nurtures you. Please grace us with your presence. We invite your 
Blessings as we celebrate the love and bond of our Cosmic 
Mother and Father. Let our Hearts be filled with the joy and 
thanksgiving of renewal as you grace us with your presence this 
day. Take this tobacco and cream as our offering to you.” 

Amanda 

All:  “Nature Spirits accept our Offering” 
 
Shining Ones Invocation: “We call upon those beings we hold 
and honor in our personal lives, we give you this place to come 

and bless this renewal and change. This place of honor is yours to 
enjoy and sanctify our rite. We give you praise for guiding us 
from the dark to the light. Guide and protect us as we give 
homage to the growing green and the coming of summer. To the 
melding of the cosmic, of which we celebrate from which you 
came. O’ Shining Ones hear our prayers; give us the blessings in 
our verse and dance. Take this Mead as our offering to you. We 



will now take a moment of silence to bring forth our own Matrons 
and Patrons.(Pause) Shining Ones accept our offering. Todd 
 
All: “Shining ones accept our offering” 
--- 
8: Key offerings/Invocation of Bel and Danu 
 
Say: Before all there was the Frost 
Wide and Deep, without end 
Undifferentiated- The Chaos Deep 

That frost was a Goddess 
Domnu was her name, and she slept. 
Into her sleep crept a dream, 
A fleeting thought, a sudden spark 
A Fire that caught and grew 
And shone amidst the frost, 
That Shining was a God 
And Bel was awake. 
Heat stirs the Frost 
She moves in sleep 

She melts and flows. 
Domnu wakens by her lover Bel. 
So ancient frost made melt 
Flows salt and starry, the First Sea 
The Sea of Space, the Womb of Every Birth 
Danu, the First other, and she loves. 
The First Triad: Domnu the frost, Bel the Fire, Danu the Sea 
Danu and Domnu, light and dark 
Bel was their lover, day and night 
Two tribes they bore, two tribes at war 
The Shining Gods and the Fomor Giants dire 
Set one against the other 
Their fate the making of the Worlds. 
The Fomor Danu’s children 
Danu bore the Tuatha De 
Never would their strife cease 
Till the wonder-child Lugh gained victory. 
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Bel: Bel our Cosmic father 
You who awoke from that womb 
You who are the Fire of Life 
You who are the inspiration of individual and separate mind  
You who put forth seed into the Seed of Space with your mighty 
and erect phallus. 
With your red hair crowned with fire, your renewal to Danu we do 
call upon you to act with. 

Oh Bel mysteriously as you appeared from Domnu we call to you 
this Beltaine day. 
We call to you Mighty Bel  
We call upon you to grace our presence to enact the Great Rite to 
bear fruit of the seeds of man and woman. 
You who helped bore the two tribes the Formor and Tuatha De 
We call upon you to act within the our Nemeton 
We give you honor today Bel. 
Take the oil of our sacrifice as our offering to you. 
Bel accept our sacrifice!!!  Todd 

 
ALL: Bel accept our sacrifice 
 
Danu: Danu our loving Cosmic Mother of All 
You are the one; You are our World to which we walk. 
From the stars and sea you emerged. 
With your full-breasts and round bellied; cloaked with the stars of 
the night.  
Oh Cosmic Mother of All, Your children cry out to you seeking 
renewal. 
We seek the renewal of your relations with Bel your consort. 
We seek that renewal to this coming of summer, for our crops to 
grow, for our minds to expand. 
Danu for it is you who bore the first tribes the Formor and Tuatha 
De 
You who set forth the strife of your children to find the first rulers 
of Eire, we call to you. 
Goddess of the land see the Fire of Bel. 



Let your union of love with Bel be our renewal. 
Let your belly grow like our minds and the living things that are 
you. 
We call to bear witness within our nemeton. 
Danu, we so honor you this day in Mirth and Merriment. 
We give you sacrifice of these flowers. Oh Danu Mother of All 
accept our Sacrifice!!! Mike 
 
All: “Danu accept our Sacrifice.” 
 

 
Short interlude to tie section 8 and 9 (impromptu) Todd 
 
--- 
9: Workings: Maypole dance 
 
Song: ??? 
 
--- 
10. Prayer of Sacrifice  

 
Say: "Ancestors, Spirits of the Land, Shining Ones! In the Sacred 
Center we have given you offerings; in the Sacred Center we 
have given you devotion! Mighty Kindreds, we honor you! Mighty 
Kindreds, we praise you! Mighty Kindreds, accept our offering!" 
Christine 
 
All: "Accept our offering!" 
 
--- 
11: Omen   
Questions are asked by Mike to Todd. Todd will take the omen via 
a single on the first question then second question a 3 ogham 
layout/spread. Todd and Mike 
 
--- 
12. Calling for the Blessings 
 



Say: "It is at this time that we call for the blessings, so that we 
may partake of them and integrate them into our lives." 
 
Say: "Mighty Kindreds, offerings have we given you and your 
blessings have been revealed! A gift calls for a gift to complete 
the exchange of hospitality. Mighty Kindreds, may your blessings 
flow into this horn, and into the cups of those gathered, so that 
we may drink deeply of fair return!" 
 
Say: "Give to us the Waters of Life!" Todd 

 
All: "Give to us the Waters of Life!" 
 
--- 
13. Hallowing the Blessing:  
 
Say: "From the Gates, visualize the blessings of the Three 
Kindreds as a golden, flowing water. They flow into these horns 
and into the cups you hold before you." 
 

Say: "Mighty Kindreds, your blessings flow into these horns and 
our cups. Behold the Waters of Life!" Christine 
 
All: "Behold the Waters of Life!" 
 
[Drink] 
 
--- 

14. Affirmation of the Blessing  

 
Say: "Mighty Kindreds, your blessings flow through our heads, 
our hearts, and our loins. Hail to the Kindreds!" Todd 
 
Say: "Mighty Kindreds, hail!" 
 
 



--- 
15. Thanking the Beings 
 
Say: "It is time now to thank the beings for the presence at our 
rite" Mike 
 
Say: "Bel and Danu, we thank you for your presence and share in 
the renewal of your marriage to each other and to us and the 
blessings you have bestowed." Todd 
 

All: "Bel and Danu, we thank you!" 
 
Say: "Gods and Goddesses, Shining Ones, thank you for your 
presence and blessings in our rite. Guide and protect us as you 
have continually done throughout time." Todd 
 
All: "Shining Ones, we thank you!" 
 
Say: "Spirits of the Sacred within Nature, thank you for your 
presence and blessings in our rite." Amanda 

 
All: "Spirits of the Sacred within Nature, we thank you!" 
 
Say: "Ancestors, kin of our blood and spirit, thank you for your 
presence and blessings in our rite." Mike 
 
All: "Ancestors, we thank you!" 
 
--- 
16: Closing the gates 
 
  Say: Here have we met, gods and spirits, ancestors and us. But 
now the sacred well becomes once again a simple bowl of water, 
the ancient bonfire once again a candle, and this tree may no 
longer touch the very arch of the heavens nor its roots be those 
which hold the worlds in their embrace. Bíodh sé amhlaidh ! Todd 
 
--- 



17: Thanking the Earth Mother 
  Say:  Earth mother, I do not leave you, nor do you go from 
here, but as this rite comes to a close, once again I thank you for 
giving firm foundation to this hearth, for providing sustenance 
and life, that your child can give you love and honor. Earth 
mother, Go raibh ma agat! Christine 
 
--- 
18. Closing the Rite 
 

Say: "Let us go forth with the blessings of the Three Kindreds. 
This rite has ended!" Mike 
 

 

 




